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A Singular Voice in an Evolving City
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Nonproﬁts under pressure in work to uplift the underserved

By Azraram Ganaw

Forthe pasttwoyears, local non-
profits have been at the forefront
and taking on the disproportional
impact the pandemic has caused to
the most vulnerable, and this year
will be no different.

and services to people who were
already underserved prior to the
pandemic.
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can’tsolve current and future chal -
lenges without housing options,”
he said “Yes, we have been able
to avoid mass evictions and our
homeless numbers remam low,
but the housmg shortage and ex-
pensive rental market continue to
work agamst us.”
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Casa Valentina

ami’s former
foster care

and homeless |

said Janice M. Graham executive
director for Casa Valentma. “Resi-
dents havereported howmportant
this sense of ‘home’ 15, and how
much their upgraded living spaces
have enhanced their motivation to
succeed ”

With renovations at the non-

having a sohid credit score, sav-
ings plan, and budget is to their
future,” she said. “In addition to
money management skills, we are
working on creating a culture of
career-mindedness in our youth.

resident is guided to a lummg
environment that best suits them ”
pals, the United Way Miamu’s mam
focus continues tobe leveraging the

the opportunity to lead healthy and
fmancially secure lives, said Joe
Zubi, mterim president & CEO
for United Way Mianu.

will launch the “2022 VITA Tax
Season Campaign,” which 1s part
of a coalition called Miamu Tax
Pros, led by branches that offer
IRS-certified volunteerstoprovide
free tax preparation services to
eligible residents. The Mayor’s
Ball will make its retum Apnil 29
at the Adnienne Arsht Center and
15 gearing to raise more than $1

Through employment workshops mullion.

“While we know 2022 1s still a
fluid year, we are optinuistic and ex-

1 citedtobegm shifhngmore toward

I-person events and mteractions
with our donor network as well as

| re-engaging with the commumty

throughvolunteer efforts,"he said
“However, the last two years have
opened the door to opportunities
for virtual comnections, giving
us new ways to serve our com-
consistently to a larger audience.”

The last two years have been
meredibly challengmg for the low-
mcome housing industry, and un-

N fortunately, 2022 showsno signs of
lettmg up, said Manio J. Artecona,
for Humanity of Greater Miami.

Availability of land contines

Marlo J. Artecona

“Itis also ahigh prionty to engage
the corporate and philanthropic
communities in the sponsorship
and construction of our homes.”

“The need for a program hke
Habitat 15 higher than ever,” he
said, “and we are determuned to
continue providing affordable
homeownership opportumities to
our most marginalized residents.”




